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● MapStorer is a Free Software / OpenSource project
● MapStorer is a database supported system for managing 

MapServer projects
● Mapping projects can be created and edited via an easy-to-use 

web frontend 
● MapServer configuration files (mapfiles) are created on the fly
● Prompt preview of created and edited mapping projects
● Reduces manual editing of text files
● Organizes mapfiles
● see also http://www.mapstorer.org

What is MapStorer ?
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History of MapStorer

 
● 2004-01 Conception of MapStorer is developed
● 2004-03-19 A first "in-house" version is completed 
● 2004-12-08 first release under the GNU GPL license
● 2005-02-21 MapStorer is registered on SourceForge and available 

for download there (http://sourceforge.net/projects/mapstorer/) 
● 2007-06-29 MapStorer version 0.8 is available for download
● 2007-09-19 Mapfile import milestone is reached 
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● Web server
● MapServer versin 4.8 or newer
● Database MySQL or PostgreSQL
● PHP installed and configured in web server
● PEAR (PHP Extension and Application Repository) 

What you need for running MapStorer
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How to start with MapStorer

● download MapStorer from 
http://sourceforge.net/projects/mapstorer/

● copy directory "mapstorer" to the document root of your 
webserver

● configure database connection
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Configuration of MapStorer

● Point your browser to Mapstorer (eg. 
http://212.79.172.185/mapstorer09/)

● Log in as user "root" and password "root" 
● Select "Global configuration" on the navigation form (right frame) 

and edit the given parameters
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Data model

mapobject

outputformats

webobject

legend

scalebar

referencemap

layers

querymap

projection

metadata

label

label

metadata
feature
projection
classes
join
grid

label
styles
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Functionality and handling

1.Creating a new mapfile
2.Adding layers to a mapfile from different data sources
3.Creating layer from postgis database
4.Creating classes for a layer
5.Re-using layers from any mapfile in any other mapfile (combine 
mapfiles)

6.Exporting mapfile as plain text
7.Importing mapfile into MapStorer 
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1. Creating a new mapfile

● Button "N e w  m a p f i le " o n  n a v ig a t io n  s i t e
● F i l l in  N A M E , E X T E N T  (s h o u ld  b e  -1 8 0 ,-9 0 ,1 8 0 ,9 0), 

IM A G E C O L O R  (u s e  th e  c o lo r  e d i t o r), U N IT S  (s h o u ld  b e  D D ) a n d  

P R O J E C T IO N  (e p s g :4 3 2 6 )
● Use button "s a v e " to  w r i t e  n e w  m a p f i le  in  d b  a n d  s w i t c h  to  

m a p o b je c t p e r s p e c t iv e
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2. Adding layers to a mapfile 

● Go to tree menu to "la y e r s " a n d  p u s h  b u t t o n  "A d d  n e w  la y e r "
● S e le c t d a ta  s o u r c e
● A d d  r a s t e r  la y e r  (D A T A : „w s ie a r t h .t i f “)
● A d d  s h a p e  f i le  la y e r  (D A T A : „b c c i t y g .d x f_ p o in t s .s h p “, S T A T U S : 

O N , T Y P E : P O IN T , C L A S S IT E M :  ID ) --> D o n 't s e e  a n y th in g ??? 

S e e  n e x t s te p ...
● S e le c t c r e a t e d  s h a p e  f i le  la y e r   f r o m  la y e r s  l is t , g o  to  c r e a te d  

d e fa u l t c la s s  „c la s s 1 “ (c l ic k  o n  c la s s  n a m e ), g o  to  e d i t m o d e  a n d  

p u s h  b u t to n  „g e t s y m b o l“, c h o o s e  a  s y m b o l, s e t S IZ E  to  1 0  a n d  

s a v e  c h a n g e s , c lo s e  w in d o w  a n d  p r e v ie w  m a p f i le  a g a in
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3. Creating layer from postgis data
● G o  to  m a in  p a n e l u s in g  th e  b u t t o n  n e a r  t r e e  m e n u
● P u s h  b u t t o n  „P o s tg is  P lu g in “
● U s e  l in k  „C o n n e c t io n  s to r a g e “ f r o m  l in k  l is t o n  th e  to p  o f p a g e  
● T e s t s t o r e d  c o n n e c t io n  to  d b  „c a n a d a _ d e m o “ if c o n n e c t io n  w o r k s  

f in e , c lo s e  th is  w in d o w
● A d d  n e w  la y e r  (s o u r c e : d a ta b a s e ) to  th e  w o r k in g  m a p f i le
● C a l l P o s tg is  p lu g in  c l ic k in g  th e  P o s tg is  im a g e
● C h o o s e  c o n n e c t io n  to  d a ta b a s e  „c a n a d a _ d e m o “
● T a k e  g e o m e t r y  la y e r  „b o u n d _ p “ a n d  g o  b a c k  to  fo rm  
● S e t S T A T U S  D E F A U L T  a n d  C L A S S IT E M  „s ta te a b b “, c h o o s e  

c o lo r s  and push „S a v e  a n d  p r e v ie w “
● S o r t la y e r s  in  la y e r s  l is t in  r ig h t d i r e c t io n  (1 . R a s te r  im a g e  la y e r , 2 . 

P o ly g o n  la y e r  f r o m  d a ta b a s e , 3 . P o in t la y e r  f r o m  s h a p e  f i le ) to  

s e e  a l l c r e a te d  la y e r s  a n d  s e e  p r e v ie w  a g a in
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4. Creating classes for a layer

● S e le c t c r e a t e d  d a ta b a s e  la y e r   f r o m  la y e r s  l is t 
● P u s h  b u t t o n  "A d d  n e w  c la s s " in  c la s s  l is t
● I n s e r t n e c e s s a r y  c la s s  a t t r ib u t e s  (N A M E : B r i t is h  C o lu m b ia , 

E X P R E S S IO N : C A -B C , C O L O R ) a n d  s a v e  c la s s
● C lo s e  w in d o w  a n d  s o r t c la s s e s  in  c la s s  l is t in  r ig h t d ir e c t io n  
● P r e v ie w  m a p f i le  a n d  s e e  n e w  c r e a t e d  c la s s  
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5. Re-using layers from mapfile in other mapfile

● Go to navigation site and push button "C o m b in e  m a p f i le "
● C o p y  o n e  c o m p le t e  m a p f i le  to  a  n e w  o n e  w ith  "D u p l ic a te  e x is t in g  

m a p f i le " fu n c t io n
● H a v e  a  lo o k  a t d u p l ic a te d  m a p  in  p r e v ie w
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6. Exporting mapfile as plain text

● Go to navigation site and push button "E x p o r t "
● S e le c t m a p f i le  to  e x p o r t f r o m  l is t
● S e e  e x p o r te d  m a p f i le  w i t h  o r ig in a l p a r a m e te r s  in s te a d  o f lo c a l 

p a th e s  (fo r  u s e  o n  o th e r  s e r v e r s )
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7. Importing mapfile into MapStorer 

● Go to navigation site and push button "M a p f i le  Im p o r t P lu g in "
● G o  to  „Im p o r t M a p f i le “
● I n s e r t n a m e  fo r  im p o r t m a p f i le
● G o  to  y o u r  f i le  d ir e c to r y  a n d  b r o w s e  fo r  th e  m a p f i le  to  im p o r t
● S ta r t im p o r t
● S e le c t im p o r te d  m a p f i le  f r o m  t r e e m e n u , g o  to  m a p o b je c t a n d  

p r e v ie w  th e  m a p f i le
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Planned features

 
● Connection to Mapbender
● Symbol editor to create and edit symbols 
● SLD editor to generate and edit user-defined symbols as styled 

layer descriptors
● Create mapfile history and versions
● Help system (online manual, links from form fields to mapserver 

mapfile online syntax help)
● Multi-language support, Internationalisation: Easily switch 

languages in mapfiles and/or complete frontend 
● ...
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Thank you for your attention!

For further information please contact:

    Verena Diewald     

    email: verena.diewald@wheregroup.com

    

     http://www.wheregroup.com/ 
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